Combat Search & Rescue

Mission: Stormy 02Bravo

Nail Sandy

Pedro Buff
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DEDICATED TO:

Jack Watts, SandyMan

Fly On!




IT IS MY DUTY
as a pararescueman to save a life and aid the injured.

| will be prepared at all times to perform my assigned duties
quickly and efficiently, placing these duties before personal
desires and comforts.

These things | do,

“That Others May Live.”
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CSAR Stormy 02Bravo

17-19 January 1969, Tchepone Laos
| nt roduct i on:

The account presented bel ow has been devel oped as the summati on of
t he Conbat Search and Rescue Storny 02Bravo. This rendition is the
nost conprehensi ve synopsis of the m ssion now extant. The sources
listed in the bibliography formthe base and bul k of the materi al
present ed here.

Overvi ew

OF THE HUNDREDS of dramatic Search and Rescue efforts nmade in South
East Asia from Novenmber 1967 to June 1969, a few energed as
outstanding in the dedication and spirit of SAR personnel as the
Conmbat Search and Rescue m ssion Stormy 02Bravo. This rescue of
several crew nenbers, fromnany different crash sites, over a 72 hr
period, through intense antiaircraft artillery barrages as well as
machi ne gun and small arns fire, denonstrated the professional
intent and sacrifice to duty of those involved exenplifying the

Aer ospace Rescue and Recovery Services notto,

“That Ot hers May Live”
Summery:

THE BUSI EST THREE DAYS in the history of this Search and Rescue
period took place in January 1969 of which Storny 02Bravo was the

| engt hi est. Action began for this particular mssion on 17 January.
Storny 02, a FastFAC aircraft, was shot down during clear weather
over the Tchepone area of south-central Laos. They had rolled in on
a AAA battery near Ban VangThong and were reported downed by

D anond 613 at 1418 hours local time. Crown 6, on standard orbit,
received the distress call and diverted to the scene. Nail 25, a

Sl owFAC in the area, established beeper and voice contact with
Stornmy 02Bravo. The survivor reported that he had a broken arm and
|l eg, was lying on his back on top of his seat pack, in tall grass
and could not nove. No contact was nmade with Storny 02Al pha, and no
parachute was seen [Exam nation by JTFFA in the 1990's confirnmed
that the pilot went in with his aircraft]. Crown 6 |aunched Jolly
Greens 32/34 from Quang Tri which were pre positioned out of DaNang
37t h ARRS HH3E rescue hone base. Fi ghter/bonber support of the
Spads from Pl ei Ku, Republic of VietNam and additional AlE support
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fromthe Sandys out of NakKhon Phanom Thailand to report on scene.
Two F-4 flights in the area were brought in. Initially Rattler, 4
F4s; follow ng WIldcat, 4 F105s; Shark, 4 F100s; Scotch, 4 F105s;
Pistol, 2 F4s; @unfighter 3/4, 2 F4s. Additional flights were
requested and an ArcLight canceled due to the SAR in the i nmedi ate
vicinity of its ordnance deliver AO Hostile ground forces noved
into the area, so Nail 25 as OSC cleared the F4's to strike. Sandy
01/02 arrived over head of the SAR site at 1522 hours. Wile

eval uating the area, Sandy 02 was hit by ground fire; a 37nmin
fuel tank at 10,000 agl] and bailed out. Voice contact was quickly
establ i shed and he advised that he was uninjured [landed in a tree
about 75 feet above ground near a road with a 90 degree curve to
it]. About this tinme, Spads 11/12 arrived on scene and provided a
RESCAP for Sandy 02, while Sandy 01 proceeded back to Storny
02Bravo. At 1555 hours, Jolly Geens 31/32 & 34/03 [ DaNang Ni t Noy
Jollys] were on station and held at a safe distance fromthe pickup
area, due to heavy ground fire from23mm 37mm 57mm and autonmatic
weapons. Nail 25 RTB' d as per BlueChip when Nail 75 arrived on
scene. Fourteen flights of fast novers [conposed of the above and
repl aced by Shako & Sawyer, 2 F4 apiece; and Ri ngo, Pistol,
Sunval l ey 91, Gator F105s in 2 or 4 ship elenents], six Sandys

[ ALHs/ NKP], and six Spads [AlHs/PKU] sanitized the area constantly
until darkness, but could not sufficiently clear it for pickup,
even though additional fighter/bonbers were diverted: Cedill a;

| con, 2 F100; Dover, 2 F4s; Manual 03, 2 F4s; Melvin 01/02 & 03/04,
4/ F4s]. Six Jolly G een refuelings were made by Crown 04, which had
been | aunched to provide tanker service, since Crown 06 was totally
involved in controlling the mssion as A rborne Command, Control
and Communi cations platform JG 03 left the area due to nechani cal
probl ems and RTB's Quang Tri [CH 103]; Nail 75 returned hone after
Nail 70 relieved him post area briefing and radio conmo wth
survivor.

AS DARKNESS FELL, the forces were all returned to base and a dawn
effort was planned. It had been decided to sinultaneously pick up
both nmen, utilizing two distinct SAR groups, early the next

nmorni ng. Therefore, the Super Jolly G eens [BUFFS] 68/ 67/ 70 were
pre-positioned to NKP from Udorn in order to participate in the
first light effort as one set of Jollys; NKP NitNoy' s fornmed the
other pairing. The foll ow ng day got underway w th Sandys 03/04 on
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scene of Stornmy 02Bravo at 2305Z; Sandys 05/06 escorting BUFF s 68
[low] and 67 [high] on station 2310Z; Sandys 07/08 at NKP on ground
alert while Nail, Storny and Msty FAC s arrive on scene over
Tchepone, Laos. BUFF's 68 & 67 woul d rescue Storny 02Bravo. NKP
Jolly Greens 37 & 17 were assigned to the Sandy 02 pi ckup. Sandys
09/ 10 were on scene over Sandy 02 with Sandys 11/12 escorting the
NKP Ni t Noys 37/17 while Sandys 13/14 remain on ground alert. During
this time the DaNang Jolly’ s place two N tNoys on hone base al ert
at CH77 and further, pre positioning two nore Jollys at Quang Tri
only seventy air mles east of Tchepone. N ne Sandys and ei ght
Spads were acconpanying the helicopters and providing cover, while
17 fighter flights, 2 Msty FAC s [F100s] and 3 Hobos [ Als]
ingressed to strike the target area. Wather prevented the

si mul t aneous operation as Sandy 02 could not be worked, due to | ow
cl ouds and ground fog. The entire effort then concentrated on
Storny 02Bravo. Nail 25 RTB' d after briefing his replacenment, Nai
38, and both established conmmp with the survivor. Crown 04 was
controlling, while Crowm 02 backed up as tanker. Fighter/bonbers
begin to assenbl e as an ongoi ng stri ke armada of Gunfighter,
Sunval | ey, Tontat, Zebra, Pancho, Sycanore, on station first and
handl ed by Nail 38. At 0945 hours Sandy 03 as OSC calls the JG s
in, BUFF 68 was directed to pickup Stormy; Sandy 09 states he is
ready after the Stornmy mission to conplete the Sandy pickup. As the
Super Jolly G een approached, the survivor was in tall grass,

i mmobi l e and out of sight due to the heavy overgrow h of el ephant
grass. Then the rotor wash of BUFF 68 bl ew the stal ks down, Storny
02Bravo was observed and raised his right leg. The Aircraft
Commander of Jolly 68 carefully settled the |arge helicopter bel ow
the tall trees to shield the vulnerable aircraft during the pickup
attenpt froma 37mmsite |ocated on a hill 1000 yards south. The
Par ar escuenman descended on the jungl e penetrator and once grounded
cut away the chute of Storny 02Bravo, splinted his left arm and
prepared the survivor for extraction, all the while BUFF 68 hovered
for 22 m nutes above them both. The survivor was hoi sted up al ong
with the PJ and the BUFF egressed quickly expending all its mni-
gun anmo on the go as the Sandys strafed along the way. JG68 RTB d
NKP with their rescued navigator as Sandys 3/4 & 5/6 escort ed.
Then the unfortunate, yet inevitable in a rescue attenpt, happened,
anot her shoot down. During a bonmbing run in support of the SAR

m ssion, Sandy 10 was hit, apparently by “The Gol den BeeBee,” near
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Ban Kate as he was on a CBU run in support of Stornmy 02B. He
crashed in a ball of flames, with no chute seen and no radi o
contact. Regarding this incident, in the 1990's JTFFA excavated the
area and found personal itens.

MEANVWHI LE, the Sandy 02 area cleared of ground haze, fog and | ow
clouds allowng Crown 01 to begin operations and calls in through
Bri gham/ I nvert: Gunfighter 03/01, Locust, Jester, Dacron, Reddog,
Shar k, Cactus, Pistol, Soccer, Sawyer, Lincoln, Rustic fighter/
bonbers. Jolly Greens 37/17 were orbiting, awaiting a pickup call,
but had to return to NKP due to |low fuel. Spads and Hobos scranbl ed
and diverted for Sandy 02 m ssion. Sandy 09 showed Sandy 11 where
survivor was; Previously, after Nail 38 arrived overhead, he
replaced Nail 25; Nail 38 had a visual on Sandy 02 and commo
establ i shed. Buff 67 joined by Jolly Geen 70, high bird, while
escorted by Spads 11/12 and Sandys 09/10/11/12. It was noted that
Sandy 10 crashed within one mle of Sandy 02. Sandys 13/14
scranbl ed; Sandy 09 says area still too hot as he turns comand
over to Sandy 07 and Sandys 09/ 10 RTB. At 1335 hours, Jolly Geen
67 as |l ow bird descends for the pickup of LTC. Mrris and conpl etes
the rescue within five mnutes despite heavy ground fire. Wile
egressing, about one mle south of the Sandy 02 position, BUFF 67
took a direct hit by a 37mmshell in the right forward enpennage
area, three feet above the floor level, at the ranmp junction, and
i medi ately |l ost pressure in two hydraulic systens. The flight

engi neer saw the 37mm AAA that had hit them silenced it with his
mni-gun fromthe right side crew door, after getting the survivor
inthe Jolly as it rotated right to exit the area and he

reacti vated his weapon. Sandy 07 [Re: 13?], which was escorting the
BUFF, |ocated a suitable area and directed the damaged Jolly G een
into it for a crash |landing. 1345 hours BUFF 70 | anded within 200
yards of Jolly Geen 67 picking up all the downed personnel and
departed in 10 mnutes. JG/0 returned all survivors to NKP al ong
wi th the Pararescueman Tom Pope who, at gun position #3 on the tai
ranp of BUFF 67, lost his leg as a result of the 37mm expl osi on.
Since BUFF 67 was basically intact but in a hostile area heavily
contested, the 3rd ARRG Conmmander, reluctantly approved the
destruction of the helicopter. RUSTIC, a flight of F4s, did the
job. This was the first Jolly Green BUFF destroyed through conbat,
al though not the last. Its epithet a stark rem nder of the
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unexpected fury and caprice of war, the sensibl eness and
sensel essness of some SAR s:

“I't is burning. Lots of green backs going up in flanes.”

TO FURTHER COWPLI CATE MATTERS, another aircraft, a Cessna SkyMaster
FAC conpl eting an area reconnai ssance and fam liarization flight

wi th Coveys 285/264 on board, was shot down at 0650Z, flying near
Ban PaLi nh, aka Delta Point 45, 15 mles south of JG67, approx
7,500 agl when hit by AAA. Two good chutes were seen and Crown 02
contacted the FACs. Jolly Geens 16/20 [ NKP Ni tNoys], w th Sandys
15/16 [ NKP Sandys], which were just then departing the BUFF 67
scene, were contacted and advised to proceed to the new area. The
Jolly Greens refueled en route by Crown 02, which then assuned
control of the new m ssion. Sandy 15 becanme OSC while Sandys 19/ 20
were scranbl ed out of NKP acconpanying Jolly Greens 16/20 to the
scene, but held short to await a pickup call; these Sandys | ocated
bot h survivors between 1616-1619 hours. At 1622 hours, Sandy 19
repl aced Sandy 15 as OSC and brought in several flights of fast
novers Rustic, Ods, Calico and Speedo all converge to add fighter/
bonmber support. Although the two men were |ocated within 30 neters
of each other, they were not able to get together because of the
rugged terrain. Sandy 19 nmade his analysis of the area and deci ded
to bring in lowbird Jolly for a pickup attenpt. Jolly G een 16 was
escorted onto Covey 285 by four Sandys, but began taking ground
fire and was forced to withdraw with battle damage. Jolly G een 20
escorted Jolly 16 back to NKP base as additional fast novers were
brought in around Covey 285. DaNang Nt Noys, JG32/04, arrived at
1825 hours and Sandy 19 quickly led Jolly 32 in for a successful

pi ckup of Covey 285. The venerable HH3E was then vectored to skip
over and rescue Covey 264 but about halfway to him the helicopter
received ground fire, was forced to return to base wi th numerous
holes inits aft fuel tank while losing fuel rapidly. The area

obvi ously could not be cleared enough to nake anot her attenpt
before dark, so a first light effort was agreed upon. Covey 264 was
advised to stay off the radio and dig in.

THE EFFORT FOR COVEY 264 began the next norning at 0645 hours when
Crown 01 arrived on scene. Covey 264 advised he was in good shape
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and that hostile forces were in the area southeast of him Although
Bl ueChip sent Msty 11 FastFac to the new SAR scene at 0645 hours,
no conbat was attenpted until Sandys 01/02 arrived shortly
thereafter to clear the area around the downed FAC. Covey 264 cane
up on guard and started giving coordinates for striking eneny
encanpnments. During the next three hours ordnance was delivered to
t he positions devel oped by this FAC who, heads up on the ground
using his smarts, nmanaged to conprom sed an amunitions factory,
several AAA batteries in the area and a truck park. BUFFS 69/71
arrived at 0715 hours protected by Sandys 03/04 and waited at a
safe distance until the bonbing runs were conpleted. Sandy 01, as
OSC, | ocated Covey 264 and brought in five flights of FastMvers

[ Gunfighter, Dallas, Falcon, OQakland, Killer F/4s & F/ 105s] that
were ready to strike. After the jets finished their passes, four
sorties of AlHs were used to secure the inmmedi ate area around the
survivor. Nail 51 in area, Covey 264 was asked if there was any
nmovenent around him He reported activity about 1000 yards to the
south. Sandy 01 directed Spads 07/08, which were carrying CBU 19
tear gas, to blanket the total area south of the survivor. The
BUFFS were advi sed to use their masks. BUFF 69 then descended for a
pi ckup attenpt. The survivor stated he was getting sick;, he was
appr ehensi ve and had sone difficulty in directing the BUFF. Covey
264 was recovered at 0920 hours, with no hostile fire being

recei ved. The Sandys and Spads escorted the Jollys back to NKP

Al t hough Crown 03 was airborne and avail able, no refuelings were
necessary. During this hectic three-day period, Forty thousand two
hundred pounds of fuel were transferred in fourteen refuelings.
This capability contributed heavily to the m ssion’s success.

Concl usi on:

THE SCOPE OF THE TCHEPONE effort was nost inpressive. Seventy Als

[ Sandys, Spads & Hobos] were involved in the effort. Sixteen

hel i copters [BUFFS & Nit Noys] were utilized as primary rescue
vehicles. Sixteen FAC aircraft [2s & 100s] participated in direct
strikes. Five HC130 Crown aircraft were on hand to control
operations and refuel the helicopters. Fifty nine flights of

Fast Movers [F4s and 105s in two and four ship elenents] were used
to suppress flak and eneny ground activity. A total of 284 aircraft
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were involved. The three day period becanme even nore inpressive
when the overall 3rd ARRGp activity for this duration was

consi dered. The G oup was concurrently involved in 21 separate
incidents fromthe Mekong delta South Vietnamto Northern Laos and
Thail and. Thirty seven saves were nmade during the 72 hours, 19
conbat and 18 non conbat.

Not until Boxer 22, Dec 5-7 1969 Mu G a pass, would a m ssion be so
devastating to SAR aircraft and personnel, |ast as |ong and
eventual |y expend nore of everything to nmake a successful rescue
and that of a single survivor.

WHAT | S | MPORTANT to renmenber about this mssion, in a highly

vol atile and unstable situation - that of the five aircraft shot
down al ong the northern border of North Vietnanese Arny base canp
604 whi ch contained a m ni mum of 10,000 arned eneny troops - there
were only two KIA's and nine on the ground. Al nine were extracted
| eaving only the KIA's as DO (dead on inpact). Wth only one nan
injured during the shoot down of Jolly Green 67 and all six
occupants rescued the Conbat Search and Rescue succeeded because of
t he persistence and ability to renove all 1iving USAF personnel
froman intense barrage eneny flak trap.

Bi bl i ogr aphy:

1. Project Checo Report Southeast Asia
Part of the Project Corona Harvest
(#0214362; declassified 07 Aug. 1991; nmarked revi ew
prior to release 10 Jan 1996; section extract
USAF Search & Rescue, Nov. 1967 - Jun. 1969,
AFHRA #K717.0414-1)
2. Vietnam Air Loses: United States Air Force, Navy and
Marine Corps Fixed-Wng Aircraft Losses in
Sout heast Asia 1961-1973
(by Chris Hobson; Mdland Pub; 1SBN 1 85780 115 6)
Extract fromthe Joker & Conpress |ogs, January 1969
Debriefing CSAR Storny 02Bravo May-June 2002, WPAFB
Joi nt Task Force Full Accounting (JTFFA) information
I nterview June 2002 LTC Lurie Mrris

ook Ww
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Alrcraft of Search & Rescue M ssion

Cal | AC
Si gn Fragged Type Name Descri ption
STORMY

Fast FAC  F4D
Phant om
An F4D jet Forward Air Controller;
#66-8773; 390 TFS, 366 TFW USAF, DaNang;
AC-Capt Victor Arlon Smth (KIA);
G B-1st Lt James R Fegan (Survivor)

M STY
Fast FAC  F100D
Super Saber
NAI L
S| owFAC  Q2A
SkyMast er

A push-pul | propeller,
Forward Air Controller Walter W Want out of NKP
with the 23rd TASS

COVEY
S| owFAC  Q2A
SkyMast er
An 02A #67-21350; 20th TASS,
504 TASG USAF; DaNang; Maj. G H. Blair (Survivor)
& 2Lt WE. Townsl ey (Survivor)]

RUSTI C
F/ Bonber F4C
Phant om
A “Al pha Strike” F4 diverted to
SAR, Barry Howard & G B, |ead; WIIliam MLeod
& John Bish, wing, of 13th TFS, Udorn RTAFB
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GUNFI GHTER
F/ Bomber

W LDCAT

F/ Bomber

SANDY
F/ Bonmber

SPAD
HOBO

ABCCC

JOLLY

2002 CSAR Report

F4D

F105

AlH
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Phant om
Shows up all three days of CSAR

Thunder Chi ef

SkyRai der

Sandy 02, LTC Lurie J. Morris, Survivor;
#52- 134632; 602 SCS, 56 SOW USAF,
Nakhon Phanom RTAFB

Sandy 10, Cpt Robert Franklin Coady, KIA;
#52-13488; 602 SOS, 56 SOW USAF,
NaKhon Phanom RTAFB

Sandy 01 Jerry Jenkins
Sandy 07 Ronal Cass
Sandy 08 Ji m Beggerly
Sandy 09 Don Dunaway
Sandy 11 Jack Watts
Sandy 12 Joe DeCarlo
Sandy 13 Ceorge Marrett
Sandy 14 Harry Duni vant

HC130P

Her cul es
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GREEN
Rescue
hel i copter HH3E
Jolly Green, NitNoys
JG&7 AGCWI I iam Warw ck;
CP-W | I'i am Camer on; FE- ???; PJ- Doug Hor ka
JGL7 AC-Lonny M xon;
CP- Robert Heron; FE-??7?; PJ- Tom Newran

JOLLY
GREEN
Rescue
hel i copter HH53B
Jolly Geen, BUFFs
J3&8 AC-Kenneth Earnest; CP-Arthur Smt h;
FE- Howar d Lord; #1PJ- Lel and Sor ensen;
#2PJ- Leon Ful | wood; Phot og- Arnol d Magi | |
JG&7 AC- Paul Daughty; CP-Barton Libby;
FE- Janes Purdue; #1PJ- D. C. Johnson;
#2PJ- Tom Pope
JGI0 AC-??7?; CP-??7?;
FE- Maxi e Hi |l ligoss; #1PJ- Tom Meyer ;
#2PJ- Dan Gl de

2002 CSAR Report -13- Stormy 02Bravo




CSAR Stormy 02Bravo

17-19 January 1969, Tchepone Laos

The FAC'’s

McDonnel F4 Phantom Il

Two seat carrier or land based a/c

Two General Electric J79-GE-8 tubrojets
max speed 1,485mph; ceiling 62,000feeft];
range 800miles; armed 16,000lbs ord-
nance

North American F100 Super Sabre
Single seat fighter

One Pratt&Whitney J57-P-21A tubrojet;
max speed 864mph; ceiling 45,000feet;
armed four 20mm cannon (M-39) &
7,500lbs ordnance

——

NAIL/COVEY

Two seat observation & FAC a/c
Two 210hp Continental 10-360-C/D

air cooled piston engins in push-pull tandam;
max speed 199mph; ceiling 18,000feet;
range 1,060miles; armed 2.75 rocket
& 7.62cal minigun
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The FIGHTER/BOMBERS

RUSTIC

McDonnel F4 Phantom Il

Two seat carrier or land based a/c

Two General Electric J79-GE-8 turbojets;
max speed 1,485mph; ceiling 62,000feet;

range 800miles; armed 16,000lbs ordnancg

SHARK

North American F100 Super Sabre
Single seat fighter

One Pratt&Whitney J57-P-21A turbojet;
max speed 864mph; ceiling 45,000feet;
range 1,500miles; armed four 20mm can-
non (M-39) & 7,500Ibs ordnance

WILDCAT

Republic F105 ThunderChief

Single seat fighter

One Pratt&Whitney J75-P-19W turbojet;
max speed 1,390mph; ceiling 52,000feet;
armed one 20mm cannon (M-61) &
14,000lbs ordnance

B

SANDY/SPAD/HOBO

Douglas A1 SkyRaider

Single seat fighter

One Wright R-3350-26W radial piston
engine;

max speed 322mph; ceiling 28,500feet;
armed four 20mm cannons & 8,500Ibs
ordnance

2002 CSAR Report
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The RESCUERS

CROWN

Lockheed HC130P; Military transport; four Allison T56-A-9 turboprops;
max speed 383mph; ceiling 41,300feet; range 2,090miles; cargo capacity 35,000Ibs

JOLLY GREEN,NITNOY JOLLY GREEN,BUFF

Long range rescue helicopter Long range rescue helicopter

Two General Electric T58-GE-10 tur- Two General Electric T64-GE-13 tur-
boshafts; boshafts;

max speed 162mph; ceiling 12,000feet; max speed 172mph; ceiling 17,500feet;
range 625miles; armed two 7.62mm range 885miles; armed three GAU-2B

machineguns (M-60) 7.62mm miniguns
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Al pha

AB
ABCCC

AC
al c
Al1E/ H

AO
ARS
ARRS

Br avo
Base
Ar ea
Beeper
Bl ue
Chi p

BNR
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d ossary

First letter of the American radi o al phabet identifier;
al so the designator of the pilot of an aircraft in
conmuni cat i ons.

Anti Aircraft Artillery. That is basically fromthe

.51 cal (12.7mm machine gun including 14.5, 23, 37,
57, 85, 100mm heavy guns; all rapid fire and sone with
radar control

Air Base

Ai rborne Command, Control and Communi cati ons

On a Search and Rescue m ssion the vehicle used to

mai ntai n coordination of the situation is the HC130P,
a large, four turboprop fixed wing cargo aircraft,

whi ch al so refuels the Jollys while airborne.

Aircraft Comrander; the main dude of that airplane
Aircraft

Prop driven fixed-wng fighter/bonber aircraft used to
support the rescue helicopters and prevent their
destruction.

Area of QOperations. The PLAYGROUND of war.

Air Rescue Service

Aer ospace Rescue and Recovery Service. Sane as above
just nore | ong w nded.

Second letter of the American radio code; also a
desi gnator of the second nman of an aircraft, ie copilot,
navi gator, or G B

In this case Base area 604 where the NVA 304B & 325
Di visions rested, rel axed, rehearsed and replied.
Emergency transmtter for personnel |ocation

7th Air Force Command and Control Center,
Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN.
Body not Recovered
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BUFF

Charlie

Cact us
Cadi |l | ac

Canbodi a
CH37
CH77
CHo4

CH70
CH89
CH103

CSAR

Delta
Dal | as
DaNang

Di xi e
Stati on

2002 CSAR Report
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Stands for BI G UGY FAT FUCKER and denoted the | arge
| ong range rescue helicopter built by Sikorsky,
t he HH53B/ C. Command changed the nane to
“Super Jolly Green Gants”; but the 53's still
BUFF' s to all others unpolitically synpathetic.

wer e

From t he phonetic al phabet used in Anmerican radio
transm ssions. Shortened from Victor Charlie neaning VC,
bad guys, indians and derogation’s

Sanme as Cadill ac

One of the callsigns for fighter/bonber aircraft used
during the m ssion

The potential for a Killing Field

TACAN for DaNang AB RVN, was CH37 prior to Sep 67,
changed to CH94, then changed to CH77 in 1968.

CH77 was a Muang Phal an, Laos, until it was overrun
on 25 Dec 67.

TACAN for Udorn Royal Thai Air Force Base

TACAN for NaKhon Phanom RTAFB

TACAN for Quang Tri, Republic of VietNam

Co-Pilot; second dude in charge

Conmbat Search and Rescue; what you do to find sonmebody
or sonething while “the eneny” shoots at you.

Forth letter of the phonetic radi o al phabet code

Sane as Cadill ac

A d Tourane fromthe French occupation. A port and air
base facility in “I” (pronounced “eye”) Corps
(pronounced “core” as in apple NOT corpse as inreally
dead) of northern South Vietnam a coastal city al ong
the South Chine Sea. Much of the “incountry” clandestine
cross border operations into Laos originated from here.

The USA's Navy’'s aircraft carrier position off of
Sout h Vi et nam
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DO Dead on I npact, a skydiving termdenoting no parachute
opened, the resulting “bounce” into Mdther Earth as DO
Dvz Demi litarized Zone. The area on either side of the

Song Ben Hai (river) which demarked the barrier between
North and South VietNam This had been a traditional

pl ace of “lines in the sand” between the two regi ons of
this country
DRV Denocrati c Republic of VietNam aka “The North”;

a northern dictatorship to conpl enment the southern one;
two peas in one pod of dissension.

E

Echo Fifth letter of radio code, as well as sonething that
rebounds of f of canyon walls to the delight of all.

F

Foxt r ot Sixth letter of the radio code. Used to pronounce the
next term“FAC’ as “Foxtrot Al pha Charlie”

FAC Forward Air Controller; the person who gets shot at
first while snooping around in the enem es back yard.

Fast FAC Fast Forward Air Controller; this denotes a jet aircraft
flown in a FAC responsibility

F/ Bonber Fi ghter/bonber

FE Fl i ght Engi neer. On Jollys the man who kept the
hel i copter flying; could becone another pilot if
necessary; was the operator of the hoist; and, fired the
right side (starboard) m nigun

Fi xed-

W ng A type of air vehicle in which the wi ng does not
articulate because it is attached directly to the
fusel age of the aircraft; always requires a runway to
get lift and fly.

Fox Mke Radio brevity for FM (Frequency Mdul ated) radio

F4 Phant om An extensively used fighter/bonber nade by
t he the McDonnel | / Dougl as conpany.
F100 Super Saber: An early arrival to the Vietnam War
as a fighter/bonber used | ater as a Fast FAC.
F105 Thunderchi ef: A fighter/bonber used nostly in the North

to strike HaNoi & Hai Phong.
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Gol f

H
Hot el

HHA3B/ F

HH3E

HH53B/ C

| ndi a

J

Jul i et
Jol |y
G een

JTFFA
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The letter “G pronounced for radio transm ssion

Used additionally to earmark | ocal Thailand & Laos
time which is GVI' (Zul u) plus seven hours.

“Quy In Back,” a termused for the second man of an

F4; he is the navigator, weapons officer and additional

pair of eyes;he ejected earlier than the pilot in the
sequenci ng of the ejection enmergency procedures
G eenwi ch Mean Tinme. Used as a base aka “Zulu” from

which all mlitary time zones are adjusted; Zulu plus
seven local tinme in Thailand; Zulu plus eight |ocal
time VietNam

The letter "H in radio brevity code. Al so, used to

denote Vi et nam | ocal
ei ght hours.
Kaman helicopter (really a gyro-copter since it had no

time which is GVI' (Zul u) plus

counter rotational tail rotor) originally used as a
rescue vehicle. Several limtations eventually left it
as a local base rescue helicopter for near airfield

rescues and fire fighting, call sign Pedro

Si korsky helicopter used for rescue operations;
call sign Jolly Geen

Si korsky helicopter upgraded for use in rescue ops;
call sign Jolly Geen

The letter “1”
woul d come out,

in radio code; spelling “India” via radio
“I'ndia Novenber Delta India Al pha”

The letter “J” in radio code format

The callsign for |long distance rescue helicopters of the
3rd Aerospace Rescue & Recovery G oup either

HH3E, “Ni tNoy” or HH53B/ C, “BUFF.”

Joint Task Force Full Accounting. The M A people of the
US Governnent | ooking for American remains in SEA
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Kilo
Kl A

Li ma
Li ma
Site

Laos

M sty
MAC
M A

M ni Gun

Novemnmber
Ni t Noy

NKP

NM
NVA
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The “K’” letter phonetically spoken over radio
Killed in Action

“L” as spoken over the radio

A landing strip of various sizes, shapes, grades

and peculiarities in Laos, never easy to navigate,

al ways a chal |l enge to touchdown

A place we NEVER was, NEVER were, NEVER coul d of been.
Truly Alice in Never, Never, NeverEver WnderLand.

“M as pronounced over the radio as in,

“I"’msure getting some heavy m ke-nmi ke from

the bad guys.” Transl ated neans he is experiencing
expl osions of AAA by large caliber’s ie, 57nm & 85mm
Call sign for F-100 Super Saber Fast FAC

Mlitary Airlift Command

M ssing in Action and the termused to denote the JTFFA
per sonnel , pronounced (nee-ya)

GAU 2/b Nasty weapon nade by Westi nghouse.

Fired originally at 6,000 rounds per minute but due to
conbat constraints the rotational speed was reduced to
2,000 rpmwith left trigger pulled and 4,000 rpmw th
both triggers squeezed

The “N' pronounced over the radio

Means “little” in Thai and adopted by the Jollys
referring to the smaller |ong range rescue helicopter
built by Sikorsky, the HH3E

NaKhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force base on the west bank
of the Mekong river in northeastern Thailand. Mich of
the clandestine air war in Laos (oops again, Never...)
was staged fromthis Thail and base

Nautical Mle; 6076.115feet or 1852neters

North Vi et nanmese Arny al so known as PAVN, pronounced
pav (rhynmes with “have”)- ven, Peoples Arny of VietNam
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NVN

GCscar

Ops

P

Papa
Par a-
rescue-
man

PAVN
PDJ

Pena-
trator

Phant om

Q
Quebec

Quang Tri
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North Vi et Nam

“QCscar
FAC

The “O spoken over the radio as in, Duce”
the casual reference to the O 2A Nai

Qper at i ons

The “P” letter spoken for radio clarity

A nmedi ¢ who went groundward to assist injured personnel;
as #1PJ, he would nman the #2 mnigun on the port (left)
si de and descend on the hoist for personnel recovery;

as #2PJ, he manned the #3 minigun on the tail ranp of

t he HH53 rescue helicopter

Peopl es Arny of VietNam aka “The Bad Guys”

The Pl ains de Jars located in northeastern Laos,

near North Vietnam and from which at LS 98/ 20A and LS 36
Jolly Greens | aunched to RESCAP for northern strikes

The device, shaped |like a tear drop, had three fold
down seats and a safety strap. On a 250 foot |long 3/8
inch dianeter stainless steel cable rolled out from an
over head wench, it would be used to “fish” the survivor
fromthe jungle; it was the longest trip any PJ or
survivor ever nmade dangling at the end of a “fishing
line” reeling in at one foot per second

F-4 McDonnel | / Dougl as fi ghter/ bonber

The letter “Q as used over the radio

A coastal city of South Vietnam on the South China Sea
approximately 100 mles north of DaNang and seventy

m | es east of Tchepone Laos. Staging area

for Jollys to work the DMVZ, southern Laos, and
Rout e Package One, southern North VietNam
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Roneo The “R’ letter transmtted over radi o; sonething nost
of us thought we were over there building railroads
| aying Thai’'s one spread at a tine

RESCAP Rescue Conbat Air Patrol; for the Jollys this was a whol e
ot of air time boring holes in the blue sky waiting for
“Mayday” and the call to action hoping that the “10, 000
parts flying in | oose formati on” stayed that way
articulating the function of the junction

Rot or -
W ng A type of air vehicle in which the “wng” is conposed
of several smaller w ngs revolving around a center point
whi ch causes |ift. The main difference between Rotor and
Fixed lift aircraft is that Rotor w ng hovers
(OKay! Yea, there is a Harrier & Osprey. Picky, Picky!)
Rout e
Package
One The southern end of North VietNam just above the
Dem litarized Zone al ong the Song Ben Hai
RSV Republic of South Vietnam “The South”. Honestly,

a dictatorship or mlitary junta; at any rate really
only a “banana republic.”

RTAFB Royal Thai Air Force Base. Air Force runways and
support, nostly for war in Laos (excuse ne, Never, Never
Never Land), on Thailand soil .

RTB Return To Base. Get to go hone, kick the footl ocker
suck sone Singhai and build railroads

RVN Republic of South Vi et Nam

S

Sierra “S’” as spoken over the radio

SAC Strategic Air Conmand

SAR Search and Rescue; what you do to find sonebody or

thing, usually in hazardous places and occasionally
contested to the nmax

Sepon An alternative spelling of Xe Pon and | ater converted
into Tchepone by the French; go figure
SOL Shit Qut Luck. Along with TARFU, FUBAR, D LLI GAF,

WFTU, SNAFU and ot hers represented the OTHER radi o
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SCS
SOW

Tango
TAC
TACAN

TASG

TASS
Tchepone

TFS
TFW
Thai | and

Thunder -
chi ef
Thud

U

Uni form
Udor n
UHF

USAF
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brevity code.

Speci al Operations Squardron

Speci al Operations Wng

The letter “T" enounce over the radio for clarity
Tactical A r Comrand

Tactical Aids to Navigation. A radar which allows

aircraft to approximte their whereabouts. It had a
two nautical mle (NM variation
Tactical Air Support G oup. There were five squadrons

to this group of FACs:

19th, Bien Hoa SVN, |1l Corps;

20t h, DaNang SVN, | Corps;

21st, PleiKu SVN, |1 Corps;

22nd, Binh Thuy SVN, [V Corps;

23rd, NKP Thail and, Steel Tiger southern Laos AO
Tactical Air Support Squadron

Derived fromthe river which runs near the town,

Xe Pon (pronounced se-pon); spelled as “Sepon” and
sonmehow t he French norphed to Tchepone.

It was the nost direct route to Sai Gon via the Mekong,
river which the Xe Pon eventually pours into fromthe

interior. Route Nine west to the Thai border is fairly
trafficable; but, Route Nine east to the South China Sea
is a bear

Tactical Fighter Sqguadron

Tactical Fighter Wng

One very, very interesting place particularly if you're

a hard working railroad man

F- 105 fighter/bonber.
Lead sl ed and ot her endearnents for the F-105

The letter “U for radio transm ssion

Royal Thai Air base in north central Thailand about
100 m | es due south of Vientiane, Laos

Utra H gh Frequency. Radi o bandw dth used by

USAF aircraft

United States Air force
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V
Vi ct or
Vi et nam

Vi enti ane

VHF

Wi skey
WPAFB

XRay
XePon
Y

Yankee

Yankee
Stati on

Zul u
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Yep, the “V’ of Victor Charlie as stated over the radio
One very interesting place.

The adm nistration capital of Laos verses the Royal

capi tal of Luang Prabang; both are found on the upper
reaches of the Mekong river; Luang Prabang is further
north upriver from Vientiane

Very Hi gh Frequency. USAF radi o bandw dth

Dub- bul | -you spoken over the radio.

Wight-Patterson Air Force Base. The host of the CSAR
debriefing for Stornmy 02Bravo held in GChio, May-June
2002

As in Landing Zone X-Ray of the la Drang Valley battle
Novenber 1965
The river fromwhich the town of Tchepone gets its nane

The “Y” pronounced over the radio to differentiate it
fromthe “Wiy” of “Why do you want ne to go do that
crazy stunt?”

The position of the USA's Navy’'s aircraft carriers in
the Tonkin Gulf for strikes against North Vietnam

“Z" for radio clarity. Also, represents in mlitary
jargon the Greenwich Mean Tinme (GMI) from which al
other tinme is managed. Zulu plus seven hours | ocal
time Thailand/ Laos (Golf); Zulu plus eight hours is
Vietnanis local tinme (Hotel).
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